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House of Burgess: Republican Party civil 
war's here 


No clear successor as Boehner, McCarthy step aside 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune night editor 


As a Roman Catholic, it’s safe to say Sept. 24 was one of the most important 


days of Republican Speaker of the House John Boehner’s life. 


“For Boehner, it was not just a blessing but a lifelong dream come true,” 
reported Deirdre Shesgreen of USA Today Sept. 24. “He had asked three 
different popes to speak to Congress, extending the first invitation more 

than 20 years ago, and he was overjoyed when Pope Francis became the 


first to accept.” 


He woke up the next morning, and a burden was lifted from his shoulders. 


Or, so he thought at the time. 


“Boehner ... said he would relinquish his gavel and resign from Congress, 
undone by the very Republicans who swept him into power,” reported The 
New York Times’ Jennifer Steinhaur Sept. 25. “No House speaker since 
[Democratic Massachusetts Rep.] Thomas P. O’Neill Jr., who held the gavel 


from 1977 to 1986, has left the job willingly.” 


Boehner was stepping aside just as another drama involving his own party 


was coming to fruition. 


“On the last day that Congress could make a move before the fiscal year 
end, the Senate and House both voted on a measure to avoid a government 
shutdown,” reported Forbes’ Kelly Phillips Erb Sept. 30. “The Senate’s 
version of the bill will only fund the government through Dec. 11. The bill 
passed in the Senate with a 78 to 20 vote and in the House with a 277 to 
151 vote. All 20 no votes in the Senate came from Republicans as did all 151 


no votes in the House.” 


Next up was Republican House Majority Leader and California Rep. Kevin 
McCarthy, who waited three days before announcing his intention to seek 
Boehner’s position as third in line to the presidency. Almost immediately his 


candidacy was in trouble. 


“Everybody thought Hillary Clinton was unbeatable, right? But we put 
together a Benghazi special committee, a select committee,” he told Fox 
News’ Sean Hannity Sept. 29. “What are her numbers today? Her numbers 
are dropping. Why? Because she’s untrustable. But no one would have 
known any of that had happened, had we not fought and made that 


happen.” 


And then, Oct. 6, Republican North Carolina Rep. Walter B. Jones sent an 
inscrutable letter to Republican Conference Chairman and Washington Rep. 
Cathy McMorris Rodgers referencing “skeletons in their closets” that felled 
the likes of previous House speaker candidate Louisiana Rep. Bob 


Livingston, who resigned over an extramarital affair in 1998. 


“With all the voter distrust of Washington felt around the country, I’m 
asking that any candidate for Speaker of the House, majority leader, and 
majority whip withdraw himself from the leadership election if there are any 
misdeeds he has committed since joining Congress that will embarrass 
himself, the Republican Conference, and the House of Representatives if 


they became public,” he wrote. 


McCarthy’s campaign collapsed entirely Thursday when he announced he 
would withdraw his nomination. With no clear successor, Boehner quickly 
postponed his farewell and said he would remain in his position until 

someone had been chosen. Names were thrown from every direction. The 


position does not require being a member of the House. It literally could be 


anyone. And elections for House speaker are unique from the Senate in that 
everyone in the chamber has a say. In the Senate, only those in your own 
party vote. This could take some time, especially with the 42-member House 
Freedom Caucus acting as obstructionists, joining with party-line 


Democrats in blocking any establishment candidates. 


As I wrote after the 17-day government shutdown in my Oct. 23, 2013 
column, “A Republican civil war’s a-comin’,” this faction can’t stand GOP 
leadership, and in turn, the leaders of their own party are politically 
paralyzed. The three top-polling candidates for the GOP presidential 
nomination have no government experience whatsoever. Our two-party 
system is clearly in shambles. It’s time for third, fourth and fifth parties. 
What does either side gain by trying to hold this together? The tea party 


should become the Tea Party. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 


via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 
twitter.com/robaburg. 


